Firewise Plant Recommendations by Vegetation Regions of Texas

There are no fire proof plants and many people are under the belief that some plants are fire resistant.  Some plants are more fire-retardant than others and can have a higher resistance to fire than other plants.  For some of these species it’s not so much there capability to regenerate after a fire, but their capacity to retard and not burn for the duration of a wildland fire.

Trees provide a large amount of available fuel for a fire and can be a significant source of fire brands if they do burn.  Radiant heat from burring trees can ignite nearby shrubs, trees and structures.  Characteristics of trees and plants that are more fire-retardant include:  high moisture content in foliage, can retain or easily take up water, non-volatile oils or resins in the foliage, large deciduous open canopy, and don’t trap litter in or below the limbs.

It’s not just what you plant but also the knowledge of your particular landscape and environment.  Remove accumulated dead material in the fall around trees and the house.  Remove limbs or damaged trees after a wind or frost event.  Prune branches 10 feet above the ground as smaller trees grow.  Don’t plant trees where they will eventually grow to overhang the house.  On steep terrain allow for more distance from the house, since fire moves faster uphill.
The area around your home in regards to firewise planting is referred to as Defensible Space which is divided up into 3 Zones (Figure 1).  Zone #1 extends from the foundation of your home to 15 feet out.  This area can support smaller trees with a height of under 30 feet at maturity with smaller canopies, low shrub and ground cover, and deciduous plant species.  Zone #2 extends from 15 feet to 30 feet away from the home.  This area can support larger trees with good crown spacing and scattered evergreens on the outer edge of the zone.  Zone #3 is the area that extends beyond the 30 feet.  This area can be maintained to have a more natural look with good management practices and low competition between any type and variety of tree species.   

This information isn’t intended to make you think you have to go dig up your entire yard.  It is merely a suggestion for plants species you could plant if you decided to add new vegetation to your yard.  Plus advice on how to maintain the existing plants that you already have in your yard.  Native plants have been divided up into regions so help you see which plants will go best in your area (Figure 2).  The recommendations given are what is most applicable for each individual tree.  Remember these are only recommendations under the right circumstances any plant will burn.   
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                                                       Zone 1:                                                  

                        Foundation out 15 feet (smaller crown trees)
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Unfavorable tree don’t have to be removed, just keep branches pruned to 10 feet about the ground

   Firewise Plant Recommendations for your Region

EDWARDS PLATEAU or HILL COUNTRY

TREES:

Texas Persimmon



Desert Willow



     


Crape Myrtle                                   

Bigtooth Maple                                                


Mexican Sycamore                         


Black Walnut                                                     

Texas Ash                                        

Mexican Plum

            
Texas Mountain Laurel

 

Texas Smoke Tree

           
Red Maple



 
Silver Maple

           
Boxelder



   
Pecan


Bitternut Hickory


   
Shagbark Hickory


Pignut Hickory


  

Mockernut Hickory


Sugarberry



   
Hackberry

               Netleaf Hackberry



SHRUBS:


Red Yucca 




China Rose


Tea Rose




Pomegranate


Winter Honeysuckle



Coral Berry


Strawberry Bush



Eastern Coral Bean


Indigo Bush




Common Buttonbush

FLOWERS:


Purple Leatherflower (Cover for small birds)
Coral Honeysuckle (Hummingbirds)


Snapdragon Vine (Fruits eaten by birds)

Engelmann Daisy (Seed-eating birds)


Turk’s Cap (Attracts hummingbirds)

Maximilian Sunflower (Seed-eating birds)


Golden-eye (Provides nectar to bees)

Rose Pavonia (Attracts butterflies)


Indian Blanket (Attracts butterflies)

Coreopsis (Attracts butterflies)


Purple Coneflower (Seed-eating birds)

Sweet Violet (Attracts butterflies)

GRASSES:


Redtop (Good birdseed)



Black Grama (Wildlife grazing)


Hairy Grama (Wildlife grazing)


Buffalo Grass (Drought tolerant)


Weeping Lovegrass 



Plains Muhly (Wildlife grazing)


Bush Muhly (Wildlife grazing)


Tobosa 

